
Matthew 

Chapter 21:23-46 
 

• Matthew 21:23-27 

Where is Jesus? What is He doing? 

Do you find this odd after His outlandish response of judgment? 

What do the leaders ask Jesus? Why? 

Do you think this is what they really want to ask? If not, what? 

2 things going on here I think… 

Real question at hand is, do you think you are the Messiah 

Many questions come up in His last week, and they all circle the wagons on this issue alone 

Paying tax to Caesar, resurrection and marriage, etc. 

 

Also, apparently the Hebrew word, which was translated to the Greek word exousia, referred to the laying on of hands 

This happened, for example, when judges or Rabbis or Elders were ordained 

You can track this all the way back to when Moses ordained Joshua and the 70 elders in Numbers 11 

Once ordained, a Rabbi could for example determine Halakah 

This took place usually when there were 3 elders, 2 of which were ordained with authority 

 

What they are asking is, what is your ordination that you can speak such strong sayings, to determine Halakah, and to 

speak against the Temple? 

They have run the Temple for Centuries 

Now this country guy from Galilee shows up displaying authority over the Temple itself 

 

Does Jesus answer their question? 

Kind of yes and no 

Why John? What had John done? 

First, he anointed (ordained) Jesus at His baptism 

 

Real quickly, why does Jesus say “Heaven” here versus men? 

In the 2
nd

 Temple period, they really avoided using God’s name 

 

• Matthew 21:28-31a 

What is Jesus driving at here? How does this link to His question about John? 

Some people looked like rebels, but they followed John under God’s authority 

Others looked great, but did not repent as John asked 

NOW, to REALLY push this home… 

• Matthew 21:31-32 

 

I don’t do this often, but there is a question that we might ask ourselves 

Do we do anything today where someone might wonder or even ask, by what authority do you do that? 

 

Side note: 

"Amen" appears ninety-nine times in the Gospels, always followed by two Greek words meaning, "I say to you" 

It is often translated, "verily" or "truly" 

In Matthew 21:28-32, Jesus affirmed his listeners' answer by saying "Amen!" and went on to make a further point 

prefixed with "I say to you..." 

Luke 18:15-17 records a scene in which Jesus himself made a statement, emphasized its importance by responding to it 

with "Amen!" and then elaborated further by adding a statement beginning, "I say to you..." 

In each instance, "Amen!" comes after a significant statement or action, and is followed by further teaching. 

This is the Hebraic way of using "amen," and the way one would expect a Jewish teacher such as Jesus to speak. 

 

• Matthew 21:33-46 

Forget for a second what we have learned so far about Israel, Jesus’ mission, Matthew’s thoughts… 

At a glance, what does the message of this parable “appear” to be? 

This has been a prime passage Christians have used for Centuries to prove God has turned His back on the Jews 



God was completely done with them, and now The Church is the new Israel 

Has ANY OF THIS been about the church? 

Has the church EVER BEEN MENTIONED in this Gospel? 

What is the thrust of these passages? What is the topic? 

JESUS is, not the church 

Who is this story being directed at? Why? 

Where are they? 

What then is Jesus OBVIOUS parable point, since that IS the point of a parable? 

He isn’t replacing the Jews with the church, He is replacing the Temple and it’s leadership 

Funny, who does He use to replace the Pharisees, Priests, and Scribes with? 

JEWS 

Eventually He adds Gentiles but not for some time 

Jews carry forward the Gospel of God 

 

Also, there are some key things in this parable that would lead you to the same conclusion 

Let’s look at them one at a time 

1. First and foremost, what is emphasized in this story, the land or the son? 

The son is 

Parables are again straight forward, they are not mysteries 

And they tend to teach a single lesson or emphasize one thing 

What is the emphasis of this parable? 

Does that make sense in the context of this whole section (Triumphal entry, Temple judgment, fig tree, authority 

challenge)? 

ALL about Jesus, the Son, His authority, His judgment, His Kingdom 

Totally misnamed (again)…not the Parable of the Landowner, or the vineyard, but the Son 

 

2. Anyone have another word for “vine-growers”? 

Husbandmen= not just a farmer, tenant farmers that lease and occupy land in the absence of the owner and then pay the 

owner, normally with a portion of the produce, usually about 40% 

They have a ton of freedom and control as long as they remember what? 

Who owns the land 

 

• Luke 20:13 

3. Why “beloved”? How does that affect the meaning of this parable? 

The word literally here in Greek and Hebrew apparently means ONLY 

What is odd about this as far as what you know about the Middle East? 

Most families would have several children or more than likely several sons 

This is even more intense…they will own the land is their thought 

 

4. “Stone” – what would this mean in Jewish thought? 

The “Stone” referenced in Psalm 118:22 and Daniel 2 would be a reference to a King David according to the Rabbis 

They thought the builders were Jesse and Samuel 

Their greatest king was rejected at first 

Cool – in Hebrew son = ben, stone = eben (almost the same word) 

Dead Sea scroll quote from Jesus The Jewish Theologian – pg 218, 219 

Why is this significant? How does this relate with this whole section? 

David was rejected for Saul and his brothers, Jesus is being rejected as well…their anointed King 

 

Couple of last notes… 

This whole thing about the stone crushing or breaking to pieces 

Doesn’t matter whether the stone falls on you or you fall on the stone 

What matters is that the stone REMAINS 

Again, the Rabbis wrote about Israel being the stone 

Jesus The Jewish Theologian – pg 221 

 

• Matthew 21:26, 46, 14-16 

What do you see in these verses? Where is the population at in regards to Jesus? John? 


